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Shenandoah LGBTQ Center Announces Leadership Transition 

(Staunton, VA) — The Shenandoah LGBTQ Center would like to share an important leadership transition with 
our community and invite you to continue partnering with us as we move into our next chapter. 

Our Executive Director, AnhThu Nguyen, has made the decision to step down from her role effective this fall. 
"There's never a perfect time to step away from work you love. I am deeply grateful for the past seven years 
and for all who helped the Shenandoah LGBTQ Center grow and serve our community. Serving as Executive 
Director for the last five of those years has been the honor of my career, and I step away with a full heart and 
complete confidence in the strength of this organization and the people carrying it forward." 

During her tenure, AnhThu helped advance the Center's mission of supporting, empowering, and advocating 
for LGBTQ+ individuals throughout the Shenandoah Valley. Under her leadership, the Center expanded 
meaningful community partnerships, strengthened programs and services, increased its visibility across the 
region, and continued building a more inclusive and affirming environment for LGBTQ+ people and their 
families. 

"On behalf of the Board of Directors, I want to express our deepest gratitude to AnhThu for the unwavering 
dedication, advocacy, and leadership that she has provided over the last several years. Her vision, compassion, 
and commitment have helped shape the organization into what it is today, leaving a lasting impact on both the 
Center and the communities we serve. While we will greatly miss her leadership, we are incredibly grateful 
for the foundation she has built and wish her every success in the next chapter of her journey," said Dr. Paige 
Reed, Board Chair of the Shenandoah LGBTQ Center. "The Board remains steadfast in its commitment to our 
mission and to the people we serve. We are excited about the opportunities ahead as we begin the search for 
our next Executive Director and continue building an organization that is rooted in community and dedicated 
to creating a Shenandoah Valley where every LGBTQ+ person can thrive.” 

The Board of Directors, in partnership with Center staff, has begun developing a thoughtful transition plan to 
ensure continuity and organizational stability. Our programs, events, and operations will continue 
uninterrupted during this transition, and we will provide additional updates on the search as appropriate.  

As we enter this new chapter, we are reminded that the greatest strength of the Shenandoah LGBTQ Center 
has always come from our community. We extend our heartfelt appreciation to staff, volunteers, donors, 
community partners, and supporters for their continued trust and investment in our mission. We look forward 
to writing the next chapter of the Center’s story, together.  

 

 


